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Our Mission

BEST Kids is a nonprofit mentoring organization that empowers youth in foster care to
build better futures, one child at a time.

 
 BEST Kids is guided by the belief that all children are talented. Through our one-on-one

volunteer mentoring, extensive training, staff support and experiential-learning-based Peer
Groups, we encourage our youth to discover and develop their unique skills and abilities.
Beginning with children as young as six and continuing, as needed, until adulthood, BEST

Kids works to enable youth to develop a positive sense of self, to acquire teamwork.

Watch our Recruitment Video

About BEST Kids

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7UrTw1BfdY&t=4s
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Individualized Attention 
BEST Kids matches each individual youth with one mentor. Our one-on-

one model provides mentees with undivided attention, intentional
conversations, and sustainable support from their mentor.

Mentoring Provides: 

Holistic Approach 
Because they aren't assigned to one area of a youth's lives, mentors are

able to be present in every decision, life event, and experience their
mentee goes through. Whether it's applying to college, dealing with peer

pressure, or learning a new hobby, mentors have the opportunity to coach
a young person through whatever life throw's their way.

Long-Lasting Relationships 
Mentors are in it for the long haul. Unlike other adult-youth relationships

that may end after a school year or sports season, mentoring continues on
a daily, year long basis- if not longer. At BEST Kids, mentors are required
to mentor for at least one year; however, the relationships typically last

far longer than that, with an average match length of 1.9 years.

Why Mentoring? 



Be appreciated 

Explore the Community

Set Realistic Goals
Long term and short term

One of the most important parts of our program is
setting realistic achievable goals for your mentee
to reach. Whether you are matched with a 6-year-
old who wants to learn how to make slime or you
have an 18-year-old that wants to apply to college,
write it down and work toward it together! 

Expand your mentee's worldview 

During our matching process, we make sure that
our mentors are paired with youth that have
similar interests. One-on-one, matches will
participate in activities that both parties enjoy,
such as ice skating, bowling, visiting local
museums, and attending cultural festivals. 

In a number of ways

We recognize that being a volunteer can be a
thankless job. So, we make it a point to make sure
our mentors are well taken care of. Through our
full-time Mentoring Support Specialists, ongoing
trainings, happy hours, award ceremonies, and
much more, our mentors always know that they
will be prepared and greatly appreciated. 

Mentor Experience



This is a call for anyone living in the DC metro area that is willing to volunteer some of
their free time to a youth in D.C.'s foster care system. Though we are open to

volunteers of all genders, we have a deficit of male mentors as a number of our young
men are without a match. Below are the requirements. 

Who We are looking for caring adults age 21 and
older who have access to a reliable car

What We ask that all mentors make a minimum
one year commitment, preferably longer,
and spend at least 10 hours per month
with mentees

When Build your own schedule, as long as you
are meeting with your mentee at least 10
hours a month and speaking to them once
a week

Where While many of our youth live in DC, a
number of youth live in Prince George's
County

Why To provide a fun, caring, and consistent
adult relationship

How SIGN UP or REFER A FRIEND

Call to Mentors

For more information about BEST Kids or becoming a mentor,  visit bestkids.org
or contact us at 202-397-3272.

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4961004/BEST-Kids-Mentor-Application
https://www.bestkids.org/become-a-mentor.html


BK FAQs
Who are our clients?
BEST Kids serves approximately 160 youth in foster care between the ages of
6 and 21 in the D.C. metro area, including several youth living in Prince
George's county.

What does a BEST Kids mentor do with their mentee? 
Mentors are consistent, positive forces in the lives of their mentees. Matches
spend time in the community working on goals, exploring new activities, and
engaging over mutual interests. Whether it’s a Saturday hike, a trip to the
library, or a visit to a Smithsonian, mentors and mentees are simply
encouraged to spend quality time together.

How does BEST Kids match mentors and mentees?
BEST Kids staff match pairs based on 4 criteria: Personality/Mutual Interests,
Geographical Proximity, Age-Appropriateness, and Scheduling Compatibility. 

Why does BEST Kids ask that you have access to a reliable car? 
Mentors are responsible for transporting their mentees before and after
outings and unfortunately most BEST Kids youth are not living in metro-
accessible areas. In addition, there is no way we can guarantee a youth will
remain in their placement. 

Do you perform background checks on volunteers? 
Yes. BEST Kids requires that each mentor complete a variety of background
checks as part of our Clearance Process. On average, this takes between 6
and 8 weeks. 



Outreach Materials

01 Recruitment Flyer

03 Sample Social Media Posts

02 BEST Kids Brochure

What can you find here? 

On the next few pages, you will find BEST Kids official outreach materials. Please
share and use these materials to promote the BEST Kids mentoring program.

Downloadable outreach materials can be found here:                                          

If you need talking points or help crafting a recruitment message,
please contact BEST Kids Recruitment and Admissions Coordinator,
Keesha Lockette, at keesha@bestkids.org or 202-397-3272 ext. 107. 

01 Friends

03 Coworkers

02 Family

Who should you give
these materials to? 

04 Employer

Need help?

BEST Kids Linktree

https://www.bestkids.org/uploads/2/7/0/6/27067547/recruitment_flyer.png
https://www.bestkids.org/uploads/2/7/0/6/27067547/social_media_samples.pdf
https://www.bestkids.org/uploads/2/7/0/6/27067547/bestkidsbrochureupdated_2018.pdf
https://linktr.ee/BESTKids
https://linktr.ee/BESTKids
http://page%203/
https://linktr.ee/BESTKids


Who We Are

BEST Kids is a nonprofit mentoring
organization that empowers youth in
foster care to build better futures, one
child at a time. 

For more information visit
us at www.bestkids.org

or 202-397-3272

Must be 21 years or older
Commit to at least one year,
preferably longer
Have access to a vehicle
Provide a clean background check
Have fun! 

Become a Mentor Today!

Our Need

Requirements

BEST Kids provides one-on-one
mentoring services to over 160 youth
in the DC metro area. We are looking
for consistent, caring adults to join our
program! While all applicants are
welcome, we are currently most in
need of male mentors. 







@BESTKidsDC

Click an icon to share
a post: 

“A little of your time goes a
long way. Be the change
you want to see. Become a
mentor with @BESTKidsDC.
Check out the program
today:
https://www.bestkids.org/”

Sample Social Media Posts
We encourage you to share ... with your followers and close community. Here's some

ready-made posts that we hope will make it easier to pass on our messaging. 

"Interested in becoming a
volunteer mentor? Visit
@BESTKidsDC to learn
how you can make a
difference in life of a youth
in foster care." 

"Be the mentor you wish
you had. @BESTKidsDC"

Follow us on social
media at: 

"When you volunteer with
@BESTKidsDC , you redirect
the path of a youth in foster
care. Make a difference.
Become a volunteer mentor
today!"  

https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=www.bestkids.org
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=www.bestkids.org
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=www.bestkids.org
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=A+little+of+your+time+goes+a+long+way.%0ABe+the+change+you+want+to+see.%0ABecome+a+mentor+with+%40BESTKidsDC.&source=webclient
http://www.bestkids.org/
https://linktr.ee/BESTKids
http://www.bestkids.org/
http://www.bestkids.org/
http://www.bestkids.org/


Program Inquiries
Andy Miller, Program Director

202-397-3272 ext. 105
andy@bestkids.org

 
Mentor Recruitment

Keesha Lockette, Recruitment & Admissions Coordinator
202-397-3272 ext. 107
keesha@bestkids.org

 
Administration

Krislyn Mossman, Executive Director 
202-397-3272 ext. 100
krislyn@bestkids.org

 
Development

Dan'Talisha Deans, Development Director 
202-397-3272 ext. 103

dantalisha@bestkids.org

1212 4th Street SE #201 Washington, DC 20003
 202-397-3272 (Phone) 202-397-5437 (Fax)

info@bestkids.org

If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out.
We would love to hear from you! 

Contact Us


